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Top geoscience students from across 
Canada were given the educational 
opportunity of a lifetime this past 

May when they participated in PDAC’s 
annual two-week Student-Industry Mineral 
Exploration Workshop (S-IMEW) in Sudbury. 

The program, now in its 13th year, is 
widely respected throughout the industry 
for its unique ability to take students from 
the classroom and into a world-renowned 
geological region of northern Ontario. 
S-IMEW provides students with access to 
exploration, drill and underground mine 
sites, as well as geophysical surveys, a 
smelter, presentations by industry leaders, 
and professional networking opportunities

For the sector, S-IMEW plays an even 
greater role. As a skills shortage threatens 
to hit mineral exploration and mining over 
the next decade, programs such as S-IMEW 
provide an avenue to showcase the exciting 
careers available for geoscience students. 
Many S-IMEW alumni have gone on to 
successful careers in Canada and around 
the world, with some coming full circle as 
volunteers to share their experiences with 
those coming up behind them.

All expenses for the workshop are covered 
thanks to the ongoing generosity of the 
sponsors, volunteers and PDAC.

IT!



20  < CORE MAGAZINE

BEN EATONBEN EATON

UNIVERSITYUNIVERSITY 
OF VICTORIAOF VICTORIA

Why did you choose to study geology?
The combination of multidisciplinary 
science, real-world applicability, and the 
sense of adventure and excitement testing 
your hypothesis in the mountains. The 
range of magnitudes, timelines and disci-
plines that are relevant in geology has con-
tinuously captured my interest and fueled 
my desire to study geoscience. Finally, I 
may be biased, but I have found the fellow 
students, professors, and industry mentors 
to be a hilarious, knowledgeable, supportive 
and outstanding community.

How would you describe S-IMEW to 
someone who isn’t part of the miner-
als and mining industry?
S-IMEW brings together 26 aspiring geolo-
gists to learn field skills, understand eco-
nomics and social responsibility related to 
a career in Canada’s exploration industry. 
The workshop provides an opportunity for 
geoscience students across Canada to 
form connections with other students and 
industry mentors, share their respective 
expertise and knowledge with each other, 
and learn relevant applicable skills from 
industry experts.
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What was your favourite moment?
Exploration Mapping Day. We had been mapping 
a mineralized vein that required much bush-
whacking and I got to experience my first Ontario 
swamp—a large two-foot-deep bog covered in 
a lovely foot of soft slush that came up to the 
mid-thigh. Once we all had fallen through twice 
we just went straight through it, and after an hour 
with half-frozen feet we broke out of the bush and 
came to our lunch spot, a beautiful old marble 
quarry in the sun to dry out our boots and practice 
our rock hammering skills.

What was your favourite day?
I was fortunate enough to have my birthday 
during S-IMEW on the field trip to Val-d’Or and 
Noranda. It was a perfect day road tripping with 
new friends, stopping at various outcrops to learn 
about the regional geology and mining history, 
dinner with mentors and industry professionals, 
and my fellow attendees and I decided to take 
it one step further to round out the birthday at a 
microbrewery in Val-d’Or. Shout out to Krishana 
and Ian Trinder for the road trip’s entertainment!

What advice do you have for future students 
considering a degree in geology?
Attend as many conferences and networking 
opportunities as possible (have business cards/
LinkedIn), and join a co-op and try to gain any 
relevant work or volunteer experience before you 
graduate. In terms of classes, use your electives 
for a minor that you enjoy and complements 
geoscience such as GIS, business, or computer 
science, and to work hard in mineralogy and 
petrography classes as they are the foundation 
to everything else in geoscience.

What was the most valuable takeaway from 
S-IMEW?
Learning about the diversity of careers related 
to exploration and mining in Canada, and briefly 
getting to experience aspects of the careers 
through hands-on exercises, field trips and 
site visits. The workshop reinforced aspects of 
exploration I have been previously interested 
in and introduced new areas of interest I will 
pursue in the future.

What effects do you think S-IMEW will have 
on your career?
The network of fellow attendees (now friends), 
mentors, and industry connections will be 
vital to finding new opportunities and support 
moving throughout my career. Additionally, the 
industry-applicable skills and knowledge gained 
throughout the workshop will provide a relevant 
and transferable foundation for future work in 
exploration and geology. 

Was there a speaker who inspired you? 
If so, why?
Alan Coutts from Noront Resources at 
Dynamic Earth Welcome Reception was 
inspiring due both to his presentation and 
the audience of student attendees, organiz-
ers from Toronto, and industry professionals 
from Sudbury. Alan conveyed a palpable 
sense of excitement towards exploration that 
persisted throughout his years of experi-
ence, and an authentic commitment to social 
responsibility bringing the benefits of explo-
ration in Canada to northern communities. 

How was your first experience going into 
an underground mine?
It made me far more willing to look at oppor-
tunities to work underground than I had been 
previously, and I was amazed at all the logis-
tics and coordination a mine required. The two-
plus-metre thick mineralized vein with massive 
bornite at Coleman mine was an added bonus. 

What did S-IMEW teach you that the 
classroom didn’t?
The most appreciable difference between 
S-IMEW and university is the classroom is 
taught by professors teaching with a research 
focus, whereas the workshop is intensive and 
taught by industry experts about the relevant 
topics in exploration, economics, geophysics 
and social responsibility. S-IMEW had a greater 
focus on community relations and environmen-
tal practices than the classroom as well. 

Had you heard of S-IMEW prior to being 
nominated to it?
I had not heard of S-IMEW before the call for 
nominations at my university was announced. 
I will be encouraging other students to apply 
for the nomination for the years to come as 
the workshop has been one of my favourite 
and most beneficial experiences throughout 
my studies in geology. c
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S-IMEW had a greater focusS-IMEW had a greater focus
on community relationson community relations

and environmental practicesand environmental practices
than the classroom as well.than the classroom as well.
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Why did you choose to study geology?
I did not choose geology right out of high 
school. I first completed a business degree. 
After working for a few years, I decided to 
go back to school. I knew I wanted to do 
something in the science field, and I was 
fascinated by Earth history, earthquakes 
and mountains so I chose geology. 

How would you describe S-IMEW to 
someone who isn’t part of the miner-
als and mining industry?
S-IMEW is a two-week gathering of high-
achieving, upper-year geology students 
from universities around Canada. Over 
the course of the workshop, students are 
exposed to a wide variety of mineral explo-
ration topics, learning in the classroom and 
through field trips. Industry professionals 
volunteer their time to teach and mentor 
students in their field of expertise. Students 
walk away from the S-IMEW experience 
with a broadened understanding of the 
Canadian mineral exploration industries 
ins and outs and perhaps a clearer plan for 
their future career.  

What was your favourite moment?
I enjoyed collecting some really interest-
ing rocks on the underground mine tour. 

What was your favourite day?
I enjoyed the Glencore day, visiting the 
exploration drill rig and learning about 
grade estimation. 
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What advice do you have for future stu-
dents considering a degree in geology?
If you enjoy being outdoors, exploring 
and dealing with unexpected challenges, 
geology could be a great career choice. 
Geology offers variety in your day-to-day 
life and requires constant learning. It also 
allows you to combine another interest 
you may have into a career as a geochem-
ist, geophysicist or an economic geologist, 
to name a few. 

What was the most valuable takeaway
from S-IMEW?
One of the most common themes from 
speakers was the need to be flexible and 
take opportunities when they arise. 

What effects do you think S-IMEW will 
have on your career?
I believe S-IMEW will provide opportuni-
ties throughout my career, because of the 
relationships formed with industry profes-
sionals and S-IMEW alumni. 
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2019 S-IMEW SPONSORS2019 S-IMEW SPONSORS

PREMIER SPONSORPREMIER SPONSOR
Osisko MiningOsisko Mining

GOLD SPONSORSGOLD SPONSORS
Abitibi Royalties Inc.Abitibi Royalties Inc.
Barrick Gold Corporation Barrick Gold Corporation 
Foraco International SAForaco International SA
Golden Valley Mines Ltd. Golden Valley Mines Ltd. 
Major Drilling International Inc. Major Drilling International Inc. 
SGS CanadaSGS Canada

SILVER SPONSORSSILVER SPONSORS
Agnico Eagle Mines Ltd. Agnico Eagle Mines Ltd. 
IAMGOLD CorporationIAMGOLD Corporation
SRK Consulting (Canada) Inc. SRK Consulting (Canada) Inc. 
Teck ResourcesTeck Resources

BRONZE SPONSORBRONZE SPONSOR
Yamana Gold Inc.Yamana Gold Inc.

CONTRIBUTING SPONSORSCONTRIBUTING SPONSORS
Karen ReesKaren Rees

IN-KIND SPONSORSIN-KIND SPONSORS
Abitibi Geophysics Inc. Abitibi Geophysics Inc. 
Avalon Advanced Materials Avalon Advanced Materials 
BWB Consulting Services BWB Consulting Services 
CSA Global CSA Global 
DeBeers CanadaDeBeers Canada
DGI Geoscience Inc. DGI Geoscience Inc. 
Eldorado Gold LamaqueEldorado Gold Lamaque
El Olivar Imperial El Olivar Imperial 
Exploration ServicesExploration Services
Falco ResourcesFalco Resources
Geological Survey of CanadaGeological Survey of Canada
Geoscience North Geoscience North 
Geoscientists CanadaGeoscientists Canada
Golden Valley Mines Ltd. Golden Valley Mines Ltd. 
Grenvyn Consulting Grenvyn Consulting 
Knight Piésold ConsultingKnight Piésold Consulting
Lake Shore GoldLake Shore Gold
Lamontagne Geophysics Ltd. Lamontagne Geophysics Ltd. 
LaSalle Exploration Corp.LaSalle Exploration Corp.
Laurentian UniversityLaurentian University
Lucara Diamond Corp.Lucara Diamond Corp.
Magna Mining Corp.Magna Mining Corp.
Major Drilling International Inc. Major Drilling International Inc. 
MERC, Harquail School of  MERC, Harquail School of  

Earth SciencesEarth Sciences
MinalytixMinalytix
Mining Research GroupMining Research Group
Ministère de l’Énergie et 

des Ressources naturelles des Ressources naturelles 
(MERN), Quebec(MERN), Quebec

Ministry of Energy, Northern Ministry of Energy, Northern 
Development and Mines, Development and Mines, 
Ontario Ontario 

Noront Resources Noront Resources 
Nova Mining Exploration Solutions Nova Mining Exploration Solutions 
Orix Geoscience Orix Geoscience 
Power Metals Corporation Power Metals Corporation 
Primero Primero 
Proforma Adam PromotionsProforma Adam Promotions
Ronacher McKenzie GeoscienceRonacher McKenzie Geoscience
SGS Canada SGS Canada 
SOOP StrategiesSOOP Strategies
Sudbury Integrated Nickel Sudbury Integrated Nickel 

Operations Operations 
Sudbury Platinum Corp. Sudbury Platinum Corp. 
Teck Resources Teck Resources 
Vale Canada Ltd. Vale Canada Ltd. 
Wallbridge Mining Company Ltd.Wallbridge Mining Company Ltd.
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How was your first experience going 
into an underground mine?
I have had the chance to go underground 
in my summer work, so it wasn’t my first 
time. However, it was my first time in 
Canada and in a Ni-Cu mine, so it was very 
interesting to see the differences in the 
mine design, safety and geology. 

What did S-IMEW teach you that the 
classroom didn’t?
S-IMEW opened my eyes to the wide range 
of career options in mineral exploration. I 
also learned a lot about how the industry 
operates, the role of juniors vs. majors, and 
the economics behind mineral exploration. 

Had you heard of S-IMEW prior to 
being nominated to it?
Yes, I was good friends with the previous 
Queen’s S-IMEW attendee. My university 
also advertises the workshop in an email to 
all students and faculty, so I was aware of it 
in first year. c



PDAC’s Staff 

Cameron Ainsworth-Vincze Director, Communications
Alexa Bailey Convention Assistant
Zoe Bell Coordinator, Convention Presentations
Kimberly Charters Coordinator, Convention Exhibits
Zoe Bell Coordinator, Convention Presentations
Sanket Das Analyst, Geoscience & Innovation and Health & Safety
Sandra Doig Coordinator, Membership & Reception
Richard Douglas Assistant, Student Program
Lynda Joyet Senior Manager, Convention Events & Sponsorship
Madina Kaytmazova Coordinator, IT & Administration
Kristy Kenny Manager, Communications
Jeff Killeen Director Policy & Programs: Finance & Taxation, 
Securities, Geoscience, and Health & Safety
Joan Leslie Chief Accountant
Florence MacLeod Manager, Member Engagement & Outreach
Ran Maoz Analyst, Tax Policy & Capital Markets
Lisa McDonald Executive Director
Chantel Megaffin Coordinator, Convention Events & Sponsorship
Krishana Michaud Manager, Student Program
Maria Avramova Milanova Manager, IT & Administration
Andrea Murdoch Executive Assistant
Sarah Nazar Senior Coordinator, Convention Events & Sponsorship
Jessica Provencher Convention Assistant
Nicole Sampson Director, Convention 
Steve Shapka Analyst, Government Relations 
Jodi Spivak Event Specialist, Convention 
Rose Stacey Analyst, Sustainable Development & International Affairs 
Luka Stevanovic Analyst, Aboriginal & Regulatory Affairs
Petrona Tulloch Staff Accountant
Lesley Williams Director, Policy & Programs, Aboriginal & Regulatory 
Affairs, Sustainable Development & International Affairs

PDAC’s Board of Directors 

 Officers

Felix Lee President 
Alex Christopher First Vice President
Michael Fox Second Vice President
James Lusby Treasurer

Board of Directors

Sandy Archibald Aurum Exploration Services
Alex Christopher Teck Resources
Bob Bosshard Retired Partner, PwC LLP
Robert Boyd Endurance Gold Corporation
Tim Bremner Foraco Canada Ltd.
MaryAnn Crichton Hatch Ltd.
Lisa Davis PearTree Securities
Elaine Ellingham Marienberg Minerals Ltd.
Jonathan Fowler J.A. Fowler and Associates Inc.
Michael Fowler Loewen, Ondaatje, McCutcheon Limited
Michael Fox Fox High Impact Consulting
Siri Genik BRIDGE
Raymond Goldie Independent Analyst and Director
Mary Louise Hill Lakehead University
Dennis Jones Retired Geologist
Nick Kohlmann Independent Investor Relations Consultant
Belinda Labatte Mandalay Resources
Felix Lee CSA Global Canada
Stephen Morison SRM Consulting Ltd.
Karen Rees Lake Shore Gold
Keith Spence Global Mining Capital Corp.
Aaron Steeghs Yamana Gold
Ian Thomson Shinglespit Consultants Inc.
Bob Valliant Tri Origin Exploration Ltd.
Catherine Wade
Raziel Zisman Alicanto Mining Corp.
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