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‘A Mining Our
Resources

By Fhilip Bowsquer, PDAC

Mineral exploration and mining can
act as a catalyst in developing healthy,
prosperous comamunitics, This message
wis delivered by a range of speakers (o
an andience of over 250 Canadian
and international delegates at the
Mlarch 2007 annual convention of
the Prospectors and Developers
Asgocigtion of Canada (PTIAC),

In a follow-up o the inaugural
sesgion al the 2006 convention, the
PIDAL organized a session on
Aboriginal  Participation  in the
Mineral Industry: Canada and inter-
naticnal that  brought 1ogether
speakers and delegates representing
companies  and  communities
around the world, In response 1o
delegate requests from last year, the
20007 session included international
speakers and a panel discussion that
encouraged audience participation,
The event wis a greal success with
delegates staying well into the
afternoon o engage in the discus-
SiHN,

The first speakers offered the
audience their firsi-hand experi-
ence of mineral exploration and
mining in Nunavul. Paul Kaludjak,
President, and Tames Eetonlook, 15
Vice President, of Nunavut Tunngavik
I, INTT} explained the role of NT1 in
fostering Tnuil economic, social and cul-
tural well-being (hrough the implemen-
tticn of the Nungval Land Claims
Agregment.

With offices in Igaluit, Cambridge
Bay, Rankin Inlet and Ottawa, Nunavil

Tunngavik In¢, is responsible for the
management of all Inuit-owned lands in
Munavul amd it acts as the advocate of
Imuit interests in Nunavul, The organi-
eation also provides a mumber of pro-

grims, including support 1o Tnuit devel -
opment corporations and community
eeonomic development  organizations,
an Elders pension plan, a harvester sup-
pont program, and @ bereavement fravel
program,

James Egtoolook spoke of the need 1o
ensure that mineral exploration and
mining brngs benefiis such as good

annual convention (held in March 2007 in Teronto) featured
a session on Aboriginal participation in the mineral industry:
Canada and inte

The session attracted delegates from ac
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speak 358
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jobs and improved social, health and

eeomomic standards while minimizing
any environmenial impacis that could
alfect traditional activities on the Tand,

Ome area that Mr. Eeloolook savs

must be pddressed 15 the state of the ter-
rilory's gecslogical mapping, Nunavul's
mapping is incomplete and wntil ils cov-
crage and quality is brought up (o stan-
dard, the fermitory cannot fully take
advantage of the henefils thal come with
mingral exploration, Paul Kaludjak
repeated this message, stating that the
federal government needs [0 invest in

Mineral exploration and prosperous communities

geoscience mapping in the North,

Orwverall, the NTT speakers were very
hopeful ghout Munavul's prospects. say-
ing that Nunavut can be a model 1o the
waorld in ils approach 1o suslainable
development, education and main-
laining traditions,

The 2007 PIAC convention
session om Ahoriginal participation
in the mingral industry also fea-
tred  speakers  from Alaska,
Australia. and  the Northwest
Territories, as well as a panel dis-
cussion involving lawyers repre-
seming the various parties 10 4
legal case in northwesterm Oniario
thaat raises issues of land claimes,
engagement  amd  constitutional
rights, For copies of these presen-
tations, please go o the Ahoriginal
Affairs page onthe PDAC website
al waw,pdac.ca

As the national voice of the
mineral exploration sector, the
PIIAL can serve a role in improy-
ing cur members’ understanding of
aboriginal issues, and  helping
communities work with the explo-
ration indusiry, Through our work
with PDAC volumeers and odher
organizations, we develop infor-
mation resources amd promode opporiu-
nmities thal encourage cooperation and
sustainable development,

The mext PRAC Convention will be
held March 2 10 5, 2008 in Tiwonto, For
further information,  please  contac
Philip  Bousquet, PIRAC Director,
Sustginability at 416-362-1969 or email
phousquetiEpdicea &



